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SIGN UP 
NOW

Am
anda Brow

n                                          Screen Composer

Cinemas need permission to perform OneMusic 
Australia’s music at their business. The Cinemas 
licence not only covers your business for screening 
films, it also covers you when our music plays in 
previews and advertisements, and when it plays in 
your theatre foyer and other common areas. 
This licence covers film screenings at permanent 
cinemas and similar locations such as recurring 
pop-up cinemas, outdoor cinemas, film societies, 
drive-ins and planetariums. 
One-off or casual film screenings and film 
festivals are covered by OneMusic Australia’s Film 
Screenings licence.

What music does my licence cover? 
OneMusic Australia is a joint initiative between 
music bodies APRA AMCOS and PPCA who 
represent the vast majority of all commercially 
released music from around the world, including 
music composed specifically for films. 
APRA has more than 115,000 Australian and 
New Zealand members, comprising songwriters, 
composers, lyricists and music publishers, and 
reciprocal agreements with over 120 similar 
copyright management organisations overseas. 
PPCA represents record labels and recording artists 
from Australia and around the world. 
A OneMusic licence bundles the music rights you 
need into one licence and simplifies the process of 
gaining the required permission to use our music. 

Where does the money go?
After the deduction of administration and 
operational costs, all fees collected are distributed 
by either APRA AMCOS or PPCA to their members 
and licensors (according to a range of direct data 
for film screenings, sample data and other data 
sources for other uses of music).
Our licence fees include GST and are fully tax 
deductible.
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Why do I need a OneMusic licence?
 Permission. If you use music that is protected 

by copyright at your cinema, Commonwealth 
legislation requires permission (a licence) 
from the creators of that music. You can 
read independent legal information at 
copyright.org.au.

 Shows your organisation respects and supports 
screen composers and recording artists. Royalty 
payments are one of the ways Australia’s and 
the world’s screen composers earn a living and 
produce such great work.

 The big one. You benefit by using music: 
keeping cinema patrons entertained and 
engaged, and creating a better atmosphere.

In 2021 Australian composer Amanda Brown (pictured 
above - photo Carbie Warbie) was welcomed as a member 
of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (the 
organisation that hosts the Oscars). In 2021 she also won 
AACTA Awards for Best Original Score (Film) for Babyteeth 
and for Best Original Score (Documentary) for Brazen 
Hussies, a first for a female screen composer. 

Chiara Costanza

After being chosen to be mentored by award-winning 
screen composer Bryony Marks for the 2020 Women in 
Music Mentorship for Screen, Melbourne-based composer 
Chiara Costanza (pictured) expanded her horizons in 2021, 
composing the music for feature film Long Story Short and 
performing live music scores to silent films at Melbourne 
cinemas, all customers of OneMusic Australia. 

mailto:cinema@onemusic.com.au
https://onemusic.com.au/licences/film-screenings/
https://onemusic.com.au/licences/film-screenings/
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Why do I need a music licence if I already have permission to screen a film?
Filmmakers usually obtain music for their films in one of two ways: commissioning an original score, or 
licensing pre-recorded music. The copyright owner of this music (who could be the composer, songwriter, 
music publisher, record label, recording artist, or all of these people) usually retain their performance and 
communication rights, assigning or licensing these to a music rights management organisation such as 
APRA AMCOS and PPCA.
This means that when Australian cinemas screen a film that contains music from our vast repertoire of 
songs and compositions, they will need a public performance licence from OneMusic for the film’s music. 
Similarly, when a film is shown on an Australian television or an on-demand service, the station or platform 
will need a licence from APRA AMCOS or PPCA or both.

Film Makers require permission 
from Copyright Owners of music

Permissions needed by cinemas from copyright 
owners to screen films to the public

Screening 
the film 
(Distributors)

Playing the musical 
compositions within 
the film (APRA)

Playing the sound 
recordings within 
the film (PPCA)

Permission to pair the song/
composition with the film (from 
the composer/songwriter)

Permission to pair the sound 
recording with the film (from the 
record label/sound recording owner)

For more information about copyright and how it applies to film and music, 
you can refer to the Australian Copyright Council website

https://www.copyright.org.au
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What cover do I need?
The Cinemas licence scheme covers the most common ways music is used by a cinema. There are three 
music use packages available: 

Music for Cinemas Featured Music Telephone on Hold

1. Music for Cinemas covers you to screen films that contain our music and to play background music in 
common areas of your cinema. The rates below apply to each Location and invoices are issued quarterly in 
arrears.

How much does it cost? 
For each Location:

APRA Works PPCA Sound Recordings

Music in Cinematograph Films AND  
Background Music at Location

Music in  
Cinematograph Films Background Music at Location

0.462% of Gross Box Office Receipts, 
subject to a minimum fee of $20.28 

per quarter.

$97.41 
per screen, per quarter.

OR

$48.69 
Per quarter for those 
Cinemas with a single 

screen and fewer than 366 
screenings per year.

Common Area (m2) Quarterly rates
1 - 50 $20.16

51 - 150 $31.51
151 - 500 $47.25

501 - 1,000 $94.52
1,001 - 2,000 $126.03
2,001 - 5,000 $220.55
5,001 - 7,500 $283.57

7,501 - 10,000 $315.08
10,001 - 15,000 $378.08
15,001 - 20,000 $441.10

20,001 plus $630.14

There are two options for the ‘Music for Cinemas’ package. 
• Option A incudes all of the uses in the table above and covers you for both screening of films and 

playing background music in common areas.
• Option B does not cover you to play sound recordings as background music in the common areas of 

your cinema (e.g. your bar, concession stand area, foyer or restrooms). If the business already holds 
another background music licence with OneMusic Australia (such as Council, State Government, Hotel 
or Dining licences) only Option B is required to cover the screening of films.

Please see the Licence Agreement for further details.

2. Featured Music Performances covers you when your venue is used for live music performances, 
including recorded music performances such as DJs and karaoke. Our rates are based on the size of your 
common area and the number of days that a Featured Music Performance occurs at your cinema. 
How much does it cost per day?

Common Area (m2) Rates

0 – 2,000 $13.76 per day

2,001 Plus $27.51 per day

Please see the Licence Agreement for further details.

https://onemusic.com.au/licences/cinemas/
https://onemusic.com.au/licences/cinemas/
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3. Telephone on Hold is applicable only if you use our music on your on hold system.
The ‘Communication only’ rates apply if you don’t need to make a copy of music tracks for your telephone 
on hold system (e.g. you play music directly from a CD, or an external agency has created and supplied your 
messaging). 
The ‘Communication and Reproduction’ rates apply if you do need to copy music tracks for your 
telephone on hold system (e.g. you have copied music from a CD onto a hard drive or directly onto your 
telephone on hold system)
The ‘Partial Rights Deduction’ is only applicable where there are components of our music you are not 
using. For example, all of the sound recordings you use are not represented by PPCA, or all of the musical 
works you use are no longer protected by copyright.
How much does it cost per quarter?

Telephone on Hold 
(Communication only)

Telephone on Hold 
(Communication and Reproduction)

Caller Capacity 
lines

Single Location 
(for 1 Location)

Multiple 
Locations 

(per Business)

Single Location 
(for 1 Location)

Multiple 
Locations 

(per Business)

Partial Rights 
Deduction

1 - 2 $68.77 $91.68 $85.95 $114.60

If applicable, Partial 
Rights Deduction 
minus 48.25% of 

total amount

3 - 5 $90.25 $131.80 $111.75 $164.74

6 - 10 $134.66 $203.42 $169.04 $254.99

11 - 25 $223.48 $338.08 $279.34 $422.60

26 - 50 $424.04 $670.43 $530.04 $836.60

51 - 100 $673.30 $1,186.14 $869.84 $1,423.95

101 - 200 $1,346.59 $2,463.97 $1,615.91 $2,956.77

201 - 300 $2,292.04 $4,297.63 $2750.48 $5,157.16

301 - 400 $2,956.77 $5,730.17 $3,546.98 $6876.22

401 plus* $5.15 
per additional line

$8.59 
per additional line

$6.31 
per additional line

$10.32 
per additional line

Licence Fees for Telephone on Hold are capped at $22,920.71 (including GST) per quarter, per client.

Please see the Licence Agreement for further details.

https://onemusic.com.au/licences/cinemas/


CINEMAS
Licensing Enquiries      1300 162 162       cinema@onemusic.com.au        onemusic.com.au  May 2023  5

How do I report and when do I pay?
Within 21 days of the end of each quarter, Cinema 
owners need to lodge a Declaration Form for each 
Location under their licence. Reminders are sent out 
when it’s time to report.
If we have questions about any of the information 
you have provided, we will contact you. Otherwise, we 
will process your form and raise an invoice, which is 
payable within 30 days. 
If we don’t receive your quarterly Declaration Form 
by the due date, we may issue a provisional invoice 
based on our reasonable estimate of your licence 
fees.
All rates quoted above include GST. The GST-exclusive 
component of those rates other than the APRA Works 
Music in Cinema percentage rate will be increased up 
to CPI on 1 July of each Licence Year in accordance 
with clause 4.3 of the Terms and Conditions.

Examples
1. Bathton Royal Theatre has 7 screens. Over one quarter, the business received $300,000 (ex GST) in Box Office 
Receipts for its film screenings. In the foyer (400m2) there are audible film trailers playing and in the restrooms 
(65m2) the theatre also plays background music. 
During the school holidays, the theatre planned some events to coincide with a big film release, and hired a DJ to 
perform in the foyer on two weekends.
Bathton Royal Theatre will need the following licensing:
Music for Cinemas - OPTION A
• APRA Works - Music in Cinematograph Films and Background Music: 0.462% of $300,000 (ex GST) = $1386.00
• PPCA Sound Recordings – Music in Cinematograph Films: $97.41 per screen x 7 = $681.87
• PPCA Sound Recordings – Background Music: Combined Common Area at 465m2 = $47.25
PLUS
Featured Music Performances
• Rate for area <2000m2 = $13.76 per day
• DJ performs for 4 days x $13.76 per day = $55.04 
TOTAL Quarterly licence = $2,170.16

2. Smalltown Film Society is a non profit, member-based film society run by volunteers. The society screens films 
to its members once a week at a local community hall. The members don’t pay for each weekly screening, but they 
do pay an annual membership fee starting from the month that they joined. During the most recent quarter, the 
society received $2200 (ex GST) in membership fees. 
Smalltown Film Society will need the following licensing:
Music for Cinemas - OPTION A
• APRA Works - Music in Cinematograph Films and Background Music: 0.462% of $2200* (ex GST) = $20.28 (min 

fee)
• PPCA Sound Recordings – Music in Cinematograph Films: single screen and <366 screenings per year = $48.69
* Where there is no Box Office Receipts amount, membership fees should be used to calculate the fee for use of APRA Works

TOTAL Quarterly licence = $68.97 (min fee)

How were the rates set and will they 
change?
If you’re interested in how the rates for this sector 
were set, please see the Cinema Fee Methodology 
Guide. Apart from yearly CPI reviews, OneMusic 
won’t increase or change licence fees without first 
consulting the industry.

Do I have to go through OneMusic to play 
music in my business?
The OneMusic licence provides the easiest and most 
cost-effective way to access the vast majority of the 
world’s repertoire of music, including music contained 
within films. There are other options, which may 
include direct licensing arrangements with copyright 
owners or solely playing films that you are sure use 
only music outside OneMusic’s vast repertoire. 

https://onemusic.com.au/licences/cinemas/fee-methodology-guide/
https://onemusic.com.au/licences/cinemas/fee-methodology-guide/
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Feedback 
Comments and feedback on your licence agreement 
or the information guides can be sent to us at  
hello@onemusic.com.au 

Complaints 
If you are not satisfied or have an issue with the 
manner or standard of your interactions with 
OneMusic Australia you can review our complaints 
procedure here and if you wish to proceed with a 
complaint you can send it to  
complaints@onemusic.com.au 

Disputes 
If you do not agree with how we apply a licence 
to your business - you disagree about the licence 
agreement OneMusic has asked you to enter into, our 
rates or how your licence fees have been calculated - 
you can:

a. send details directly to us at  
disputes@onemusic.com.au or 16 Mountain 
Street, Ultimo, NSW 2007; or

b. lodge it directly with our independent third 
party Alternative Dispute Resolution facilitator, 
Resolution Pathways.

More information on this process and how to lodge 
a dispute is available at complaints and dispute 
resolution on our website.

If you were licensed with PPCA and APRA AMCOS 
before OneMusic and you consider your annual fee 
has seen an unexpected increase under the OneMusic 
scheme, please contact us on 1300 162 162 or  
hello@onemusic.com.au

If you want to know more about the differences 
between a “Complaint” and a “Dispute”, please see 
complaints and dispute resolution on our website.

APRA AMCOS is the trading name of APRA (Australasian Performing Right Association) and AMCOS (Australasian 
Mechanical Copyright Owners Society). APRA AMCOS grants licences for the live performance, broadcast, communication, 
public playing and reproduction of its members’ musical works. APRA AMCOS then distributes the net licence fees 
collected to its 115,000+ songwriter, composer and music publisher members and affiliated societies worldwide.
PPCA (Phonographic Performance Company of Australia Ltd) grants licences for the broadcast, communication or public 
playing of recorded music (such as CDs, records and digital downloads or streams) and music videos. PPCA then distributes 
the net licence fees collected to its licensors (generally record labels) and registered recording artists.

This information sheet is a guide only. Refer to the licence for full terms and conditions.

Supporting Music Creators
Last year the bodies behind OneMusic paid a royalty 
to more than 1.4 million songs, and more than 67,000 
local songwriters and recording artists.
Let’s be honest: music creators have earned this 
money. They’ve earned it through the hard work 
it took to reach the stage of being a professional 
songwriter or recording artist and they’ve also earned 
it by putting thousands of hours into creating a 
product businesses want to use.

mailto:hello@onemusic.com.au
https://onemusic.com.au/about/complaints-and-dispute-resolution/
https://onemusic.com.au/about/complaints-and-dispute-resolution/
mailto:complaints@onemusic.com.au
mailto:disputes@onemusic.com.au
https://resolutionpathways.com.au
https://onemusic.com.au/about/complaints-and-dispute-resolution/
https://onemusic.com.au/about/complaints-and-dispute-resolution/
mailto:hello@onemusic.com.au
https://onemusic.com.au/about/complaints-and-dispute-resolution/

